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shoulders, which reminded the first colonists
of a clergyman's pulpit dress; the remainder
of the plumage is glossy black.

Parsons, Albert Ross (1847-1933), Amer-
ican musician and archaeologist, was horn
in Sandusky, 0. Several of his songs, as
Night has a Thousand Eyes and Three Fish-
ers, have attained wide popularity. From
1893 to 1914 Parsons was president of the
American College of Musicians of the Uni-
versity of the State of New York.

Parsnip

I. Taproot, (parsnip).   2. Flover.   3. Fruit.
4. Carpel, section.

Parsons, Charles (1821-1910), American
painter, was born in Manchester, England.
He was noted especially for landscape views
of New York City and harbor.

Parsons, Sir Charles Algernon (1854-
-1931), British engineer and inventor. He
is famous as the inventor of the compound
steam turbine bearing his name, first produced
in 1884, used in the torpedo boat Turbinia
in 1897, and subsequently adopted for war-
ships, merchant vessels, and electric generat-
ing plants.

Parsons, Herbert (1869-1925), American
political leader, was born in New.York City.
In 1905-06 he was chairman of the New
York County Republican Committee, and
in this position was largely responsible
for the nomination (1906) of Charles E.
Hughes, the successful candidate for gov-
ernor.

Parsons, or Persons, Robert (1546-
1610), English Jesuit, was born in Nether
Stowey, Somersetshire. He was in Spain in

1588 and encouraged Philip of Spain to send
forth the Armada. He was rector of the
English college at Rome in 1588 and from
1597 to 1610.

Parsons, Samuel Holden (1737-89), Am-
erican soldier, was born in Lyme, Conn. He
was largely instrumental in evolving the
plan which resulted in the capture of Ti-
conderoga. In 1788 he was a member of the
convention which ratified the Federal Con-
stitution, in 1789 was appointed first judge
of the Northwest Territory, and settled at
Marietta, 0.

Parsons, Theophilus (1750-1813), Amer-
ican jurist, was born in Byfield, Mass. In
1806 he became chief justice of the State,
an office which he held until his death. In
1836 some of his opinions were published
under title of Commentaries on the Laws of
the United States.

Parsons, Theophilus (1797-1882), Amer-
rican jurist, was born in Newburyport, Mass.
He founded and edited the United States
Literary Gazette, and wrote a number of
legal and other works. These include: Out*
lines of Religion and Philosophy of Sweden-
borg (1875); Elements of Mercantile Law
(1856).

Parsons, Thomas William (1819-92),
American poet, was born in Boston. In 1843
he translated the first 10 cantos of Dante's
Inferno. An edition of his Poems appeared
in 1893. Parsons is the Poet in Longfellow's
Tales of a Wayside Inn.

Parsons, William Barclay (1859-1932),
American civil engineer, was born in New
York City. He was appointed chief engineer
of the Rapid Transit Commission in 1894;
member of the Isthmian Canal Commission
in 1904; and chief engineer of the Cape Cod
Canal Construction Company in 1909. He
published: An American Engineer in China
(1900); The American Engineers in France
(1920).

Parsons' Case. A case tried in Hanover
co., Va., Dec., 1759. For a long time tobacco
was the legal currency in Virginia, the sal-
aries of the ministers of the established
church were computed in that commodity,
and the actual amount of the salary varied
with the price. The clergy, being losers
thereby, protested; the King disallowed the
act. In 1759, a suit was brought by the
Rev. James Maury against his vestry tor
salary legally due to him for 1758. Patrick
Henry was engaged by the defendants as
counsel. The court decided the act to be